29 July 2004 

Dear

Today’s World

Our family farm over 2,500 acres in the Thames Valley area.  

Last week, we were working with one of our tractors near a public footpath.  Unfortunately, a small amount of mud was left on the footpath from the field cultivations and within 30 minutes of the incident a local council footpath officer was on the scene and warning that if the mud was not cleaned from the footpath immediately then further action would be taken.  He returned later to check that the footpath had been cleaned the next day, which it had been.

Yesterday, one of our tractors was parked on a field whilst the driver took a short lunch break and youngsters hurled stones at it, breaking three windows.  The driver suffered abuse and threatening behaviour so he called the police, but nothing was done at the time of the incident.  Over a £1,000 worth of damage was caused. I was later informed that the police did not have the manpower to cover such incidents.  

Why do we have money and resources to manage and police public rights of way but not enough money and resources to fight crime and vandalism?  Has anybody an answer to this question?!

Yours sincerely

For and on behalf of J Rayner & Sons Ltd

Colin Rayner

