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18 October 2005 
Press Release - Grain Maize at Berkyn Manor Farm

After a dry hot summer, the grain maize harvest has started at Berkyn Manor Farm and over 100 acres of grain maize was harvested using a combine harvester.  The grain has to be dryed down to 15% moisture.  This was carried out at Berkyn Manor Farm with our dryers.  The grain maize is used for animal feed and is not suitable for cooking or corn on the cob.

David Bright Ltd have developed new varieties that suit the Thames Valley climate and growing conditions.  This crop is normally grown in the South of France or on the south coast of the UK.  The main advantages of growing this crop are that it is more environmentally friendly, requiring one chemical treatment against 20 for a crop of winter wheat, which is better for the winter wild life too.  Also, less fertiliser is required on soil, reducing the amount of nitrate in the soils.

Every Ha of grain maize grown produces 20,000 cubic metres of oxygen and fixes 40 tonnes of carbon dioxide, twice as much as a crop of wheat and four times as much as trees during their major growing period.  This is a major benefit to the area where there is so much traffic and air pollution.

Colin Rayner, a Director of J Rayner & Sons Ltd, said that he was happy to reduce the use of pesticides and fertilisers on the farm for environmental reasons.  He said that they have gone as far as possible with normally grown crops without reducing quality and sales.

With grain maize and the new maize varieties, we are hoping to reduce our chemicals by 80% which is beneficial to all, especially the environment.

We are hoping this year’s (second) experiment is a commercial success and look forward to reporting on the trials further next year.
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